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Elements of a Credible Information Source
When researching for information regarding a specific topic, one will come across millions of sources from a different origin. The sources have all sorts of information hence the need to have the necessary skills to filter and know what to use and what to discard (Irwin & Mandel, 2019). This is why any researcher or a scholar should have such skills in terms of knowing the elements that a source needs to meet in order to make use of the information provided.  Even the experts may not have all the elements that have to be fit for the information to be used, but at least a certain threshold should be met at any given time. This essay provides an analysis of the elements that sources of information have to meet to be regarded as credible and verifiable. 
	Element
	Explanation

	Authority 
	This element is about who is the owner of the source that is the author. A credible source should have an author who has command in the subject matter and has the necessary academic qualification and experience to write such information to be used by other researchers (Grifoni, Ferri & Guzzo, 2017). Besides, the author should be reachable through valid contacts provided in case the researcher needs any form of clarification.

	Content 
	The content provided in the source should be valid and presents facts. According to Agrawal (2019), the author should have provided links that the researcher can use to get more information on the topic. In addition, the source should have facts that one can also find in other sources so that no information conflict would leave the researcher confused. Therefore credible sources should have the correct content of information that is useful and standard for all to use.

	Accuracy 
	This element checks on how accurate a source is. This is typically done by comparing it with other sources that have the same information as the source in question (Houser et al., 2020). Besides, one can check whether the information in the source is the same as what one may have prior knowledge about. If the information is similar after comparison, it is regarded as accurate hence credible to be used in research and other consumption.

	Reviews 
	Credible sources of information should have reviews from other scholars in the same field. This is customarily called peer reviews. Most of the written articles that have been published have to be reviewed by other scholars before they are published so that the writer is given the go-ahead (Agrawal, 2019). Such sources are credible since the rest of the scholars have accepted the information contained in the same field.

	References list
	A source that has been developed from sources that are already credible is said to be trustworthy and safe to use as a source of information. (Grifoni, Ferri, and Guzzo (2017) observe that a source that has used known research work as part of the reference list will have less resistance to be used and termed credible. 

	Awards and Grants
	A source of information that has been funded by well-known donors and funders is said to be credible. This is because the research has to pass through a review committee before it is given the grant for the project.

	Audience 
	A credible source should have the intended audience. The author and the content must be specific on the intended audience so that there is no confusion on who the information should serve (Irwin & Mandel, 2019). It is an essential aspect of ensuring the credibility of the source of information.

	Biasness 
	A credible source of information should be impartial from any bias. This means that the author and in the information contained in the source address the real issue without any form of prejudice, whether emotionally or financially.

	Coverage 
	This refers to the depth of the source of information on the topic of interest. A credible source should explain and provide all the knowledge of the problem comprehensively. All the aspects of the question should be covered for a source to be classified as credible.

	Currency 
	This element looks at how current is the source of information. For example, if it is a website, when was the last time it was updated? Also, checking on how regular the website is updated makes the source credible because the user can follow on new development on the topic of research and hence get the recent and most accurate information (Houser et al., 2020). 
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